
Gen Ed. Front and Center

The rollout of  a draft
General Education
model this month

has produced a shot of
adrenaline and prompted
some excellent discussions
among faculty members so
far, with a lot more to come.
When we started this
process more than a year
ago, I would not have
imagined that we would
want to roll out a model
with significant problems,
but in retrospect, I am glad
that it needs some work. As
with any draft, we have the
makings in place, but we still have work to do,
and the model we have gives us something to
work with instead of  abstracts and
hypotheticals.
My current role is primarily administrative,

but I also have been a member of  the
Salisbury University faculty for more than 20
years and from the depth of  my being want
the very best for our students. I like that the
new model embraces the entirety of  the
Salisbury University experience. While the
current model is built on the understanding
that our students need an academic experience
that reaches across the disciplines, it does not
adequately communicate why we do this and
how General Education fits into the broader
undergraduate experience. The new model
should communicate succinctly and clearly
how this experience prepares students for their
adult lives, as individuals, as members of
communities (citizens) and as professionals – in
other words, how we carry out the University’s
mission through General Education.
Even if  the Code of  Maryland (our
understanding of  climate change and how
that in turn affects economics, politics and
culture. 
We are also under pressure to keep it short:

professional programs in particular,
accountable to accrediting bodies and state
agencies, work hard to pack it all into 120
credit hours. But General Education should be
more than a series of  hurdles to clear on the
way to the program gate: it should be a vital
and integral component of  professional
education in terms of  the broader knowledge
and skills 
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