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Voices and Votes 
Lesson Plans and 

Educational Resources 
 
Many organizations and institutions, including the Smithsonian, offer lesson plans and 
educational resources too numerous to list here. This short list of materials related to themes 
and topics found within the exhibition is just the starting point! Inquire with schools, universities, 
and libraries near you about other materials they may have available for use. The descriptions 
below are provided by the original source. 
 
 
Democracy & Me, Cincinnati Public Radio 
United States Elections: History of Voting Rights & Public Policy  
Middle to high school 
https://www.democracyandme.org/lesson-plans 
Students will investigate and be able to explain how the United States Constitution can be 
changed from time to time through both formal and informal processes (e.g. amendments, court 
cases, executive actions) to meet the needs of its citizens or political groups. 
 
Reading Your Rights  
Middle to high school 
https://www.democracyandme.org/lesson-plans 
Students will identify the historic and contextual rationale behind the inclusion of each of the 
Amendments in the Bill of Rights from the 18th century perspective and discuss the role of each 
right in our political culture today.  
 
Create a Candidate  
Middle to high school 
https://www.democracyandme.org/lesson-plans 
Each student will research the stances on major policy issues held by both political parties, 
debate the issues from the point of view of one party, and create a hypothetical political 
candidate by developing a campaign strategy.  
 onflicts and differences. 
 
 

EDSITEment 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/ 
The National Endowment for the Humanities' EDSITEment website offers online lesson plans in 
literature and language arts, foreign languages, art and culture, and history and social studies. 
EDSITEment is easily searchable by subject matter, grade levels, etc. There are several online 
lesson plans for high school students related to themes within Voices and Votes.  
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Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the United State Senate  
Pathways to Citizenship 
Middle school 
https://www.emkinstitute.org/explore-the-institute/dynamic-educational-experiences/senator-in-
training/pathways-to-citizenship 
Students are charged with building a bill that defines a pathway to citizenship for four groups of 

https://www.emkinstitute.org/explore-the-institute/dynamic-educational-experiences/senator-in-training/pathways-to-citizenship
https://www.emkinstitute.org/explore-the-institute/dynamic-educational-experiences/senator-in-training/pathways-to-citizenship
https://www.emkinstitute.org/explore-the-institute/dynamic-educational-experiences/senator-in-training/seat-at-the-table
https://www.emkinstitute.org/explore-the-institute/dynamic-educational-experiences/senator-in-training/seat-at-the-table
https://www.emkinstitute.org/explore-the-institute/dynamic-educational-experiences/senator-in-training/conference-committee
https://www.emkinstitute.org/explore-the-institute/dynamic-educational-experiences/senator-in-training/conference-committee
https://millercenter.org/president
https://www.archives.gov/legislative/resources/education


 

https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/finding-american-symbols
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/monumentos-nacionales-expresan-valores-nacionales
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/monumentos-nacionales-expresan-valores-nacionales
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/martin-luther-king-jr-and-the-fight-for-civil-rights
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/examining-where-rosa-parks-sat
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/assimilation-of-american-indians
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/checks-and-balances-in-action
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/road-to-revolution-patriotism-or-treason
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Separation of Powers or Shared Powers  
Middle school 
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/separation-of-powers-or-shared-powers 
In this activity, students will identify and draw conclusions about the relationship between the 
legislative, executive and judicial branches by critically analyzing primary sources. 
 
The Suffrage and the Civil Rights Reform Movements  
Middle school 
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/the-suffrage-and-the-civil-rights-reform-movements 
This short comparative analysis activity involves comparing and contrasting two images of 
marches for freedom: a 1917 a Bastille Day march for women's suffrage, and the 1963 March 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. 
 
 
Random House  
American Democracy: A Great Leap of Faith, by the National Museum of American 
History/Random House,  
Smithsonian Books Teachers Guide  
https://americanhistory.si.edu/sites/default/files/Democracy%20Teachers%20Guide.pdf 
Traces the unfolding of America’s experiment with government “of, by, and for the people” and 
illustrates the fact that democracy involves civic engagement and participation. High school 
history teachers will appreciate the rich primary source materials and clear, concise narratives, 
with special focus on the American Revolution and women’s suffrage. Government teachers can 
review and reinforce essential aspects of citizenship with students through historical examples 

https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/separation-of-powers-or-shared-powers
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/the-suffrage-and-the-civil-rights-reform-movements
https://americanhistory.si.edu/sites/default/files/Democracy%20Teachers%20Guide.pdf
http://www.randomhouse.com/highschool/subcategory.pperl?cat=325&top=285
https://www.oconnoreln.org/resources/
https://www.icivics.org/teachers
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Test Your Civic Knowledge 
https://www.oconnoreln.org/test-your-knowledge/ 
This quiz pulls 10 random questions from the U.S. Citizenship Test, changing the questions 
each time through. 
 
 
Smithsonian Institution  
Smithsonian’s History Explorer  
All grade levels 
https://historyexplorer.si.edu/ 
Smithsonian’s History Explorer, the Museum’s online portal for K-12 educators. Helps teachers 
find hundreds of free, standards-based social-studies resources designed and produced by the 
National Museum of American History. Educators can search on resource type, grade level, and 
other parameters. New online resources are launched regularly throughout the year. 
 
What Will You Stand For? Video Resources, NMAH Education Learning Lab  
Middle to high school 
http://learninglab.si.edu/q/ll-c/Wx9864BskEyyLuC0  

https://www.oconnoreln.org/test-your-knowledge/
https://historyexplorer.si.edu/
http://learninglab.si.edu/q/ll-c/Wx9864BskEyyLuC0
https://historyexplorer.si.edu/resource/what-will-you-stand-video
http://learninglab.si.edu/q/ll-c/bnyEVHC2huRzk1t7
https://americanhistory.si.edu/nys


http://learninglab.si.edu/q/ll-c/Jx6e3ToPtGJB80Gi
http://learninglab.si.edu/q/ll-c/xPH3mf59KNrnB5yH
https://americanhistory.si.edu/freedomandjustice/learning-resources
https://historyexplorer.si.edu/resource/suffragist
https://americanhistory.si.edu/citizenship/
https://historyexplorer.si.edu/resource/winning-vote-how-americans-elect-their-president
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Many Voices, One Nation 
All ages 

https://historyexplorer.si.edu/resource/many-voices-one-nation
https://historyexplorer.si.edu/major-themes/theme/american-experiments
https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/american-experiments-where-do-you-stand-protest/BsDP1VxB0TkHsY04#r
https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/american-experiments-where-do-you-stand-protest/BsDP1VxB0TkHsY04#r
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https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/sites/default/files/documents/lesson-plan/philip-reed-civil-war.pdf
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/sites/default/files/documents/lesson-plan/congressional-bio.pdf
http://chnm.gmu.edu/wwh/modules/lesson16/lesson16.php?c=plans&s=0
http://www.clover.okstate.edu/fourh/aitc/lessons/upper/census.pdf
https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/census-constcount.pdf
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis.html

